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§185.503 Voyage plan.

(a) The master of the following ves-
sels shall prepare a voyage plan:

(1) A vessel making an oceans or
coastwise voyage;

(2) A vessel making a voyage of more
than 300 miles on the Great Lakes, ex-
cept from a Canadian to a United
States port;

(3) A vessel, with overnight accom-
modations for passengers, making an
overnight voyage; and

(4) A vessel arriving from a foreign
port, except at a United States Great
Lakes port from a Canadian Great
Lakes port.

(b) The voyage plan required by para-
graph (a) of this section must be pre-
pared prior to departing on a voyage
and communicated verbally or in writ-
ing, ashore at the wvessel’s normal
berthing location or with a representa-
tive of the owner or managing operator
of the vessel. The voyage plan shall be
available to the Coast Guard upon re-
quest.

§185.504 Passenger count.

The master of a vessel, except a ves-
sel listed in §185.502(a) of this part,
shall keep a correct, written count of
all passengers that embark on and dis-
embark from the vessel. Prior to de-
parting on a voyage, the passenger
count must be communicated verbally
or in writing, and available ashore at
the vessel’s normal berthing location
or with a representative of the owner
or managing operator of the vessel.
The passenger count shall be available
to the Coast Guard upon request.

§185.506 Passenger safety orientation.

(a) Except as allowed by paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, before get-
ting underway on a voyage or as soon
as practicable thereafter, the master of
a vessel shall ensure that suitable pub-
lic announcements are made informing
all passengers of the following:

(1) The location of emergency exits,
survival craft embarkation areas, and
ring life buoys;

(2) The stowage
jackets;

(3) Either:

(i) The proper method of donning and
adjusting life jackets of the type(s)
carried on the vessel including a dem-
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onstration of the proper donning of a
lifejacket, or

(ii) That passengers may contact a
crew member for a demonstration as
appropriate, prior to beginning an
oceans or coastwise voyage;

(4) The location of the instruction
placards for life jackets and other life-
saving devices;

(5) That all passengers will be re-
quired to don life jackets when possible
hazardous conditions exist, as directed
by the master; and

(6) If the vessel is operating with re-
duced manning or equipment require-
ments in §176.114 of this chapter.

(b) As an alternative to an announce-
ment that complies with paragraph (a)
of this section, the master or other des-
ignated person may—

(1) Prior to getting underway, deliver
to each passenger or, on a vessel that
does not carry vehicles and that has
seats for each passenger, place near
each seat, a card or pamphlet that has
the information listed in paragraphs
(a)(1) through (a)(6) of this section; and

(2) Make an abbreviated announce-
ment consisting of:

(i) A statement that passengers
should follow the instructions of the
crew in an emergency;

(ii) The location of life jackets; and

(iii) That further information con-
cerning emergency procedures includ-
ing the donning of life jackets, location
of other emergency equipment, and
emergency evacuation procedures are
located on the card or pamphlet that
was given to each passenger or is lo-
cated near each seat.

(c) Ferries operating on short runs of
less than 15 minutes may substitute
bulkhead placards or signs for the an-
nouncement required in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section if the OCMI de-
termines that the announcements are
not practical due to the vessel’s unique
operation.

(d) The master of a vessel shall en-
sure that a passenger, who boards the
vessel on a voyage after the initial pub-
lic announcement has been made as re-
quired by paragraphs (a) or (b) of this
section, is also informed of the re-
quired safety information.

(e) On a vessel on a voyage of more
than 24 hours duration, passengers
shall be requested to don life jackets
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and go to the appropriate embarkation
station during the safety orientation.
If only a small number of passengers
embark at a port after the original
muster has been held, these passengers
must be given the passenger safety ori-
entation required by paragraphs (a) or
(b) of this section if another muster is
not held.

[CGD 85-080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended by CGD 97-057,
62 FR 51050, Sept. 30, 1997; CGD 85-080, 62 FR
51359, Sept. 30, 1997]

§185.508 Wearing of life jackets.

(a) The master of a vessel shall re-
quire passengers to don life jackets
when possible hazardous conditions
exist, including, but not limited to:

(1) When transiting hazardous bars
and inlets;

(2) During severe weather;

(3) In event of flooding, fire, or other
events that may possibly call for evac-
uation; and

(4) When the vessel is being towed,
except a non-self-propelled vessel under
normal operating conditions.

(b) The master or crew shall assist
each passenger in obtaining a life jack-
et and donning it, as necessary.

§185.510 Emergency instructions.

(a) The master and crew of a vessel
will be familiar with the content of and
have mounted at the operating station,
emergency instructions containing the
actions to be taken in the event of fire,
heavy weather, or man overboard con-
ditions.

(b) Except when in the judgment of
the cognizant OCMI the operation of a
vessel does not present one of the haz-
ards listed, the emergency instruction
placard should contain at least the ap-
plicable portions of the ‘““Emergency
Instructions’ listed in §185.512. The
emergency instructions must be de-
signed to address the particular equip-
ment, arrangement, and operation of
each individual vessel.

(c) If the cognizant OCMI determines
that there is no suitable mounting sur-
face aboard the vessel, the emergency
instructions need not be posted but
must be carried aboard the vessel and
be available to the crew for famil-
iarization.
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§185.512 Recommended emergency in-
structions format.

An emergency instruction placard
containing the following information
will satisfy the requirements of
§185.510.

(a) Emergency instructions—(1) Rough
weather at sea, crossing hazardous bars,
or flooding. (i) Close all watertight and
weathertight doors, hatches, and air-
ports to prevent taking water aboard
or further flooding in the vessel.

(ii) Keep bilges dry to prevent loss of
stability due to water in bilges. Use
power driven bilge pump, hand pump,
and buckets to dewater.

(iii) Align fire pumps to use as bilge
pump if possible.

(iv) Check all intake and discharge
lines, which penetrate the hull, for
leakage.

(v) Passengers must remain seated
and evenly distributed.

(vi) Passengers must don life jackets
if the going becomes very rough, the
vessel is about to cross a hazardous
bar, or when otherwise instructed by
the master.

(vii) Never abandon the vessel unless
actually forced to do so.

(viii) If assistance is needed follow
the procedures on the emergency
broadcast placard posted by the radio-
telephone.

(ix) Prepare survival craft (life floats,
(inflatable) rafts, (inflatable) buoyant
apparatus, boats) for launching.

(2) Man overboard. (i) Throw a ring
buoy overboard as close to the person
as possible.

(i) Post a lookout to keep the person
overboard in sight.

(iii) Launch rescue boat and maneu-
ver to pick up person in the water, or
maneuver the vessel to pick up the per-
son in the water.

(iv) Have crew member put on life
Jjacket, attach a safety line to him or
her, and have him or her stand by jump
into the water to assist the person
overboard if necessary.

(v) If person is not immediately lo-
cated, notify Coast Guard and other
vessels in vicinity by radiotelephone.

(vi) Continue search until released by
Coast Guard.

(3) Fire. (i) Cut off air supply to fire—
close items such as hatches, ports,
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